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At this time of year many international residents are thinking of family and home. Like Japanese at New
Year, Westerners usually try to return home at Christmas. Many of us living in Japan find this a difficult
thing to do every year. Time and money usually mean we only return every 2 or 3 years. | think many of us
are jealous of the swans with their ability to travel freely.
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In my homeland New Zealand, at Christmas time, we eat and drink a lot and exchange presents. Most meals
are outside under sun umbrellas at big picnic tables, as with all the family home at once, numbers are very
large.

Each family has it"s own traditions with a regular Xmas in New Zealand hard to describe. Some families
have trees and cakes like the Northern Hemisphere but others choose not to. Eating fried chicken is not a
tradition in New Zealand nor is decorating houses with lights. In New Zealand at Xmas time it doesn"t get
dark until 10pm. Santa Clause usually wears a T-shirt and shorts when he comes to deliver presents.
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2005 is drawing to an end and a busy year with a lot of international exchanges being held. We have had
6 sporting fixtures, a swan festival, salmon festival and other international events. If you didn"t get to
any international events this year, make sure to next year. To all those helpers, thank you very much.

Have a happy and safe holiday season.

Simon Griffin.
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